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Synopsis

This definitive guide for Reform Jewish practice leads the reader to an understanding of the whole
of Jewish life -- from blessing to b’nei mitzvah, Havdalah to haftarah, and tikkun olam to Tikkun Leil
Shavuot. The revised edition features an index, cross-references to Mishkan T'filah, and new
sections exploring the impact of changes in the movement and the world at large over the last
decade, including same-sex marriage, conversion, bioethics, and justification of war. Jewish Living
is an ideal gift for b’nei mitzvah, confirmation, and graduation, and deserves pride of place on the
bookshelf of every Reform Jewish library, classroom, office, and home. Definitive source for Reform

Jewish practice Easy- to-use format Excellent resource for study or reference
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Customer Reviews

Perhaps more than in any other century of Jewish history, the Jewish people of today are heavily
divided over matters of faith, religious observance, and the best way to preserve Jewish continuity in
an ever changing world. Modern values are contrasted against ancient narratives, and Jews of
today are deeply concerned that the Judaism known and practiced for millenia is slowly diappearing
for reasons often defined by one’s own perspective on the issues. Jews on the right feel that
Judaism must become even more strict in its adherence to ancient customs and rabbinic law if
Judaism is to survive. Jews on the left say that ancient customs stifle the true worth of Judaism,
which are its moral values, while blind adherence to the ritual customs and ancient laws of Jewish
religion turn Jews away from Judaism itself.Many orthodox Jews, in effect, think that Progressive

Judaism is kind of an anti-Judaism, and that progressive Jews have no sense or respect for Jewish



history or Jewish law whose ultimate end will be the disappearance of authentic Judaism all
together. Sadly enough, many progressive Jews also believe that what defines progressive Judaism
is a rejection of ancient rabbinic law. Some progressive Jews go even further and believe that the
Reform movement was founded on a complete rejection of Jewish law. In other words, Reform
Judaism is movement that seeks to erase the importance of historic Jewish law in Jewish practice.
However, the true brilliance and worth of this book challenges such ignorant thinking about modern
progressive Jewish religion. It sets the record straight for both progressive and traditional leaning
Jews that Reform Judaism actively engages the historic Jewish law through the process of
reforming Judaism by the proces of the law itself.
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